CHAPTER  XXII

ACQUAINTANCES   IN   TOWN

DURING the winter of 1770, and the whole of 1771, I
read a good deal, and attended the duties of an Attor-
ney's office with tolerable regularity, though I continued to
frequent public places, especially Ranelagh, which of all
others was most to my liking. In those days people went
there well dressed, the men always in swords, and though
I had resigned my cockade, I retained the use of side arms,
I dropped most of my Wetherby acquaintances, taking in
their stead a set of more respectability, amongst whom were
Messrs. Prescott, Byde, and Lowry, all three sons of eminent
Bankers ; also Robert Mitford, brother to the Captain of
the Northumberland Indiaman; (their father was im-
mensely rich, though he still continued the business of a
woollen draper in Cornhill) Farrer, a Barrister, who after-
wards acquired a rapid and large fortune as an Advocate of
the Supreme Court at Calcutta, and several other young
men whose incomes were so large as to enable them to live
at great expence. Here was the rock upon which I split,
absurdly endeavouring to do as they did without reflecting
that my allowances were very inadequate.

In the winter of 1771 a set of wild young men made their
appearance, who from the profligacy of their manners and
their outrageous conduct in the theatres, taverns and
coffee houses in the vicinity of Covertt Garden, created
general indignation and alarm, actually driving away many
sedate persons from their customary amusement in an
evening. They were distinguished under the title of
" Mohawks," and as such severely attacked by the public
news papers, which, instead of checking, seemed to stimulate
their excesses. They consisted of only four in number,
their Chief, Rhoan Hamilton (afterwards known as an Iriah
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